‘Mot Dangerous—-O

Th‘e‘:Shots Heard Rduhd 't»he World
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Four blips flickered onto the radarscope at the US0 air-
detense station at Kev West, Flio, glowing o huninons qieen
m the darkened room. The radar man tollowed the elec-
Ttrigges
hetween: ]Tontla and Cuba bevand which no \ll\l)('d
iecked  Then the v ord went ot “Bagies
60‘_‘1!1).,0]\ tt‘ unidentitied pl.m(-\ 78

tronic spoor northeast across the 2 4th parallel-the
line”
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The blips swere i portent of trouble Hut for Paris Jackson
and - Benjainin - Washington, the first of. the plies they
spotted scemed an-omen of hope, crcling 2 miles high m
the gathering. dusk:on the Straits of Flovida, Their flagless,
w(;odcn-luﬂledshnmp boat, the. Ald, was udrift and leaking.
A week ou Lyers’ lld., oni a shrimping run o the
Dry Torttiga diesel engine had Brned out,
it her rudio-and hér -pumps. Now, four days later, she was
bobbing helplcss]v 70 miles north of ‘Cuba, \luppm;, water as
fast as Jackson. und Washington could bail it ont.
~So, when they ,\putlcd that first jet and three more that
joined it, the Algs; two Negro crewmen suatched up niake-
shift- flags—~a pair-of coveralls and a greeuw rag and wianed
for Lelp: Sure miungh the planes huaked right. and one
zoomed low over: the 67-foot shiimper -so low the men
could see the pilot’s face and the emblem that maaked the
plane as one of Fidel Castro’s made-in-U8, 5.8, MICG s,

“Then,” said Washington later, “he started shooting.”

Hit the l)(‘ﬂSAQ(Q(QSOMIH.I the first Marine pilots,

who roared in just as the fireworks stinted. But it sounded
to Washington and Jackson, like machine-gun fire. "1 could
sce the bullets spraying m the water on the port side”
Washington said, "maybe o couple hundred virds awin
Paris hit the dech. God, | was ~caed ™ Clase behind, o
second MIC coared low actoss the shallow  tigquanse water,
spitting more shote across the Ay path

And then, as suddenly as it began, the

Al mardent was

The Attack: North of th

could not gl the cnes for duect, militant siction (lollowii
ostory )
and with

Mat iy 6 FOUT Chicagn sun. T

Brinkmanship
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over. Noomateh for the taster Phantoms, the Cuban jets—
obsolescent Korcan Wi ernc models—ran for homme, The Ma-
with no orders 1o shoot o watched them
go. then tned back to Boca Chici Within hours, Jackson
and - Washington were homeward  bound  abourd  the de-
stroverescort: Kietehmer, shaken bt nndwrt -
g ot h.xd uns\(\d lhc AI.A um were still lu;n"
round th
mxs\llv

Ies, (o chase,

l.m(l Was o inatter lust dealt witly qnutl\ by the two supc
powers. Iien the news Lust week -that” Khrushehey
to brig - “severad thousaud™ ol them Liome by March 1

riad- -become a pohtu al fire on (..qntol Hill-
, l}mt \unph wunl(l not go oul;

Offénsive
raked up the coals,
Yok, long- the
Cuba, the witack
istratione argiiment that no Sovier “ollensive ™ weapons re-
mained i Cubie Sews Richard Bossell” ol Georgia thought
the United States should anvoke the legal doctrine of “hot
prrsit —=chasing attack planés back to then bases il neces-
sary o destioy themy Rep.: Donadd O Bouee, an Indiang
Repubboan,  gibed: "We should have used ovur detensive
weapons i delense agaanst their defensive weapons,”

Mreo Rennedy, indeadissued orders o thes amied forees
to “take wll iecessary meastices™ = pre mnml)l\ mcluding shoot-
ing to kll=against ooy suck attacker: slzlu p(utcst went

to Cuba, with o demand o an R et lic Wil
mu(]u 8| k 8 Q

had one reads . the

The U.S. bad evewitnesses aplenty But tlu) could not
answer Wl the goestions that would place the incident in
perspective. Were the pilots shootig o ML or harassing

the Ala, or simph Lhing taget practice? 7 dow't think we

thormiest -entics of - Mi, Kennedy's stance on
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l'nll' In, tlm( s(tUU;,. the Ala incident onlyt. B
Fo  GOP Sen” Kenuetls Keating ol New

“swaecps awiy with rochet fire” the Admin-




